








Make Vaccines Accessible 
To All

 

Following this decree, several people, including vaccine pessimists, began flocking to vaccination 
centers to get the jab. According to the World Health Organisation, Zimbabwe has vaccinated 
approximately 17% of its population, a figure which falls far short of 60%, the minimum 
threshold for herd immunity. It is thus shocking that while the country is still struggling to 
reach herd immunity to contain the spread of the coronavirus, dozens of potential vaccination 
candidates in Bulawayo are turned away. 

In our lead story, “No National ID, No Vaccination”, we show how several clinics in Bulawayo 
have been turning away from vaccination centres citizens without national identity cards. Even 
with letters from local leaders to confirm their identities, the would-be vaxxers are turned 
away. We find this not only bizarre but against government efforts to reach herd immunity 
by the end of the year. We thus call upon responsible authorities, especially the mayor, under 
whose jurisdiction council clinics fall, to nip this issue in the bud, and order health personnel 
on the ground to allow all citizens to get vaccinated without discrimination. 

In Nkayi, Matabeleland North, a longstanding concern about systematic marginalization 
in labour recruitment has reared its ugly head again. In our report, “Nkayi Nurse Trainees’ 
Recruitment Mired In Controversy”, villagers allege that of the 16 primary care nursing trainees 
recruited by Nkayi Hospital, only four are from Matabeleland, while 12 are from Harare. The 
Citizen Bulletin has consistently been reporting about marginalization in the region, including 
how locals are subjugated by outsiders, with the State being the central player. 

Our plea is that the central government should speedily implement devolution of power as 
enshrined in the Constitution as this would ensure that locals are able to run their affairs, 
including administration of jobs within local and quasi-government institutions within their 
areas. Without devolution of power, administrative justice will remain a pie in the sky. 

Every October, people all over the world show their support for everyone affected by breast 

BY DIVINE DUBE | @village_scribe

A  few months ago, President Mnangagwa’s administration went into an offensive, 
encouraging citizens to get vaccinated against COVID-19. In fact, authorities fell short of 

making vaccination mandatory. For instance, the first shot at that was a government decree 
that only vaccinated congregants must be allowed to participate in sit-in religious activities, 
much to the chagrin of anti-vaxxers. 

Everyone — absolutely everyone, deserves unconditional access to vaccination — 
and to achieve this, authorities must do away with bottlenecks that promote dis-
criminatory practices within local health institutions. 



cancer. This month, as if we have done before, we’re committed to spotlighting the plight of 
Matabeleland women affected by breast cancer. In our special report, “Poor Health Care and 
Poverty Impede Fight Against Cancer”, we show how COVID-19 has exacerbated the plight of 
women suffering from cancer. 
Although healthcare for underprivileged breast cancer patients was already difficult to access 
before the emergency of COVID-19, the pandemic has made it even worse. We thus call upon 
the government to expedite the establishment of the Universal Health Cover that will exist 
side by side with medical aid societies, to support chronically ill cancer patients. 

Meanwhile, in the past few months, our team has been working on coming up with a new look 
design for our e-paper, The Bulletin. We’re happy that this publication, Issue 25, embodies the 
new look. When we launched in August 2020, we were not sure about the stylebook we should 
adopt. We didn’t want to look like an inhouse magazine. Neither did we want to look like a 
daily newspaper. In the end, we had to settle for a more neutral look that we stuck with for 
more than a year. 

But we were not totally happy. That is why we continued to search for the best design that suits 
our editorial ethos, and resembles our diverse community. The search is over. We have now 
decided to synthesize a magazine and a newspaper style, which aptly captures our futuristic 
vision. The design is simple, beautiful and dynamic. 

A few weeks ago, we shared the beta version      the specimen e-paper     with some of our most 
loyal readers, and the feedback we received was overwhelmingly positive although others 
expressed reservations with the new design. We value the feedback, but for now we’ve decided 
to honour the majority. As an audience-first news outlet, we shall continuously listen to our 
readers’ feedback as we seek to improve the quality of our products. We wish you all the best 
as you indulge with Issue 25 of our e-paper. 





No National 
ID, No 
Vaccination

by Lizwe Sebatha | @The_CBNews

Identity documents (IDs) and cards can be sources of 
exclusion in different ways. Individuals living without 
personal identification are unable to access most, if 
not all, of the health, social and economic supports 
available during the COVID-19 pandemic.

In Bulawayo, lack of IDs has seen some residents 
fail to access COVID-19 jabs at council clinics as 
vaccination teams are demanding the much-needed 
identity document.

According to the latest council health, housing and 
education committee report, the Health and Child 
Care ministry issued a directive that residents 
without IDs must have a confirmation letter from 
their community leaders to be vaccinated.

However, these confirmation letters are being 
rejected.

“Councillor Silas Chigora noted that the Ministry of 
Health and Child Care had issued a directive with 
regards to residents who had no identity documents. 
The directive was instructing Community leaders to 
write letters that were submitted to the vaccination 
centre by the residents without documents. He 
noted that most council clinics and other vaccination 
centres turned away such residents with such a 
letter,” the minutes read in part.

 “
Everyone has the right 
to be recognised as a 

person before the law, 
as enshrined in Article 

6 of the Universal 
Declaration on Human 

Rights and Article 16 
of the International 

Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights.

                  

                            ”

I n Bulawayo and parts of Matabeleland, getting 
vaccinated is proving tricky for individuals 

without national identity documents. 

Alternative methods of identification to 
ensure vaccination are being rejected by 
health officials.



Several international human rights instruments, such 
as Article 7 of the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child and Article 24 (2) of the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights, also recognise a right to 
birth registration.

To address this, the United Nations (UN) 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development, agreed by all member 
states in September 2015, established a specific target 
within the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) - 
Target 16.9 – legal identity for all.

However, it is a right not enjoyed by many in 
the country as the Registrar General’s office is 
struggling to issue identity documents citing a lack of 
consumables.

In June, the government announced that it had 
chosen an unnamed private company to print 
identity and travel documents under a Build Operate 
and Transfer (BOT) agreement in a desperate bid to 
ease the backlog.

The Registry department battles an ID and passport 
backlog of over 200 000 dating back more than two 
years owing to a lack of foreign currency to import 
much-needed materials for printing the documents.

“Government recently approved the engagement of 
a private company on a BOT arrangement which is 
going to not only issue passports but also look at the 
issue of issuing birth certificates and IDs. Indeed, they 
are going to deploy an integrated solution… So, in our 
view, this is the solution to all our problems,” Home 
Affairs minister Kazembe Kazembe told Parliament 
earlier this year.

However, several months on, accessing an ID is a 
challenge, further slowing the COVID-19 vaccination 
drive in Bulawayo as the identity document is 
required at vaccination centres.

“Several residents were being sent away despite 
having those confirmation letters I had signed. There 
is poor communication, and this must be addressed 
in the spirit of ensuring access to health services for 
all as enshrined in the constitution,” Chigora, ward 1, 
councillor, says.

In separate interviews, several youths confirmed 
failing to get vaccinated because of not having identity 
documents.

“Since then, I have not gone back to the 
clinic to try and get vaccinated,” says Donald 
Mudzingwa from Nketa suburb.

As of October 10, a total of 2 409 204 citizens 
have received their first and second COVID-19 
doses, respectively, according to the Health 
and Child Care ministry. About 3 171 698 had 
only received their first dose as of the same 
date.

Deputy mayor Mlandu Ncube blamed poor 
communication from the ministry for the 
confusion in clinics regarding the requirement 
for IDs at vaccination centres.

“Communication from the ministry on the 
need for those without ID’s to produce signed 
affidavits or letters from community leaders 
was not clear hence the confusion we were 
witnessing,” Mlandu says.

“It becomes a challenge to our nurses just to 
vaccinate anyone without any ID because those 
vaccines must be accounted for.”  

“However, I am glad to report that we have 
since ironed this out with the ministry so that 
people get vaccinated. Community leaders can still 
write confirmation letters, and these are accepted 
by our health staff.” 



Quarry Mining In Bulawayo: 
Employment or Health? 

by Lizwe Sebatha | @The_CBNews

Fikile Moyo, 23, sees the 
venture by the Chinese Haulin 
Investments company in 
his ward 17 as providing job 
opportunities for him and 
other jobless youths in the area.

Jobs are scarce as companies 
either downsize or close 
shop altogether, owing to the 
country’s harsh economic 
climate.

There are no functional job 
centres where Moyo and other 

jobless youth can find relevant, 
up to date information about job 
openings and job advice. 

Moyo says he mostly finds this 
information on the internet or in 
WhatsApp groups.

“It is in one of the WhatsApp 
groups where I learnt that the 
Chinese company is opening a 
quarry mine,” he says. “My wish 
is that the company keeps its 
promise and employs us, the 
youth. I desperately need that 
job.”

However, Patrick Ndlovu, a 
Pumula North resident and an 
activist, vehemently opposes the 
proposed quarry mining venture.
The most common purpose of 

the quarry is to extract stone 
for building materials.

Ndlovu and other residents 
are even threatening court 
action to stop the proposed 
mining venture. 

Among the concerns of 
Ndlovu and other residents is 
the dust and noise pollution 
emanating from quarry 
blasting activities, putting 
residents at risk of inhaling 
dust, which is detrimental to 
their health and well-being.

Beyond job opportunities 
for the unemployed youth, 
Ndlovu and other residents 
raise fears of environmental 
damage emanating from the 

A quarry mining venture 
in Pumula North, 

Bulawayo has divided opinion 
among residents in one of the 
city’s oldest suburbs.

A new quarry mining venture in Bulawayo could bring much-needed employment to 
the local community, but at what expense to the wellbeing of locals? 



quarry mining operations.

“
As residents, 

we have several 
concerns. The 
area councillor 
(Sikhululekile 

Moyo) says they 
have promised 
to hire 14 casual 
labourers. But 
is that what we 
are good for as 

residents? Casual 
labour?

Patrick Ndlovu, a Pumula North 
resident

   ”
“We are also concerned with 
the environmental impact of 
the quarry on the eco culture of 
that area? The land reclamation 
after the rock is mined out? 
How will the land be reclaimed 
and rehabilitated? 

“At what cost? At whose cost? 

We, as residents, are saying, let's 
look at 50 years beyond instead 
of now.”

At present, the company has 
been busy setting up a base 
behind Pumula High School, the 
location of the proposed mine.

Sanelisiwe Ngwenya, another 
resident who stays adjacent 
to the school, says she fears 
contracting silicosis and other 
related diseases resulting from 
millions of dust particles from 
granite blasting activities.

“There are health concerns as 
well. The quarry is only half a 
kilometre eastwards of Pumula 
North. In other words, it’s 
downwind of the residents. 
It's another Wenela situation 
brewing,” she says.

Wenela is an acronym for 
Witwatersrand Native Labour 
Association, comprising former 
South African mines workers 
from Zimbabwe, Malawi, 
Botswana and Mozambique. 
They used to work in South 
African mines in the 1970s, with 
a significant number believed 
to have been infected with lung 
diseases while working there.

“
The fine dust will 

certainly pose 
respiratory challenges 

for the population. 
Who will take care of 
the potential health 

bills? We are also 
concerned about the 

poor track record 
of Chinese miners 
elsewhere in the 

country. They have 
shown that they 

don't care for the 
population and their 

concerns.
Sanelisiwe Ngwenya, Pumula 
North resident

”



In 2017, residents of Mpopoma 
high-density suburb 
approached the courts seeking 
compensation after their 
houses developed cracks owing 
to underground vibrations 
reportedly emanating from 
Davis Granite stone blasting 
operations of the firm.

Davis Granite Company, the 
largest supplier of granite 
aggregates in Zimbabwe, carries 
out its operations along Khami 
Road, a few kilometres from 
the Mpopoma suburb.

In 2016, the government was 
forced to institute a probe into 
the granite blasting operations. 

Still, findings of the 
investigations have not been 
made public, a situation 
that resulted in residents 
approaching the courts.

Some Pumula North residents 
express the same feelings of 
having their houses destroyed 
by the quarry mining 
operations. However, the area 
councillor says the proposed 
mining operations were above 
board after getting a green 
light from the Environmental 
Management Agency (EMA) 
and the Mines and Mining 
Development ministry.

“Consultations were held, 
and the majority of residents 
expressed satisfaction with the 
mining project,” Moyo says.

“We held about three 
stakeholder consultations 
where the residents were given 
answers to their fears and 
questions.  There is nothing 
sinister, but we know there 
are some people who want to 

create controversy.”

According to the area councillor, 
about ten local youth have 
since been employed by the 
Chinese firm. Officials from the 
Chinese firm were not available 
for comment despite repeated 
efforts.

EMA Bulawayo Provincial 
Manager, Sithembisiwe Ndlovu 
says: “We received consultative 
reports from the council, 
residents and other stakeholders, 
and there were no objections as 
far as I can recall.”

As a way forward, the area 
councillor says there will be 
another stakeholder meeting 
with the council, EMA and 
Mines Ministry, and all relevant 
stakeholders will be notified.

Until then, the job hunt continues 
for unemployed youth in ward 
17 who see the quarry mining 
venture as their only chance 
towards securing employment.





NKAYI

Nkayi Nurse Trainees’ Recruitment 
Mired In Controversy  

N kayi is one of the districts in the Matabeleland 
region which has faced serious challenges 

in having qualified nurses recruited from the local 
people.

by Vusindlu Maphosa | @The_CBNews

The concerned villagers say out of the 16 only 
four are from Matabeleland, while 12 are from 
Harare.

Concerns have been raised that locals are 
being marginalised from training as nurses 
in Nkayi. The district has seen an influx of 
nurses from other provinces who do not 
speak the dominant local language    Ndebele, 
disadvantaging patients.

More details of the discrepancy in the 
deployment and recruitment of nurses 
emerged during the Nkayi Community 
Parliament virtual debate, which focused on 
the topic: What has gone wrong in recruiting 
nurses in Zimbabwe? A focus on corruption at 
Nkayi Hospital.

It has also been difficult for local eligible youth to 
be recruited to train as primary care nurses at the 
institution, especially recently since the online trainee 
nurses recruitment process.

Indications are that 16 primary care nursing trainees 
were recruited at Nkayi Hospital through interviews 
held on 13 September and 17 September this year. 

A longstanding concern about marginalisation 
in labour recruitment in Matabeleland has 
reared its head once more.



A development practitioner, Nhlanhla Ncube, 
a villager at Zwelabo in Nkayi, says statutory 
provisions are ignored, and constitutional 
provisions are also violated. 

“Corruption runs- ring all over at 
Nkayi Hospital.”
Nhlanhla Ncube, a development practitioner

“Qualifying people are excluded at Nkayi Hospital, 
and this applies to other hospitals in the region. 
Those that were not interviewed passed the 
interview (for primary care nursing training). This 
is miraculous. Somebody who never attended the 
interview passed the interview, and those who 
attended did not. The Nkayi community should 
unite against corruption.”

Ncube says most hospitals in Matabeleland are 
staffed with nurses from outside the province 
or outside the region, thereby shortchanging the 
public.

“The public is cheated by being given people from 
outside the region, who will not even understand 
the illness the patient describes in Ndebele, while 
those who qualify to do the job fail to get it. It also 
tells us that Matabeleland people are second class 
citizens,” Ncube says.

To Ncube, the government is violating the people’s 
fundamental rights as some of the deployed 
people do not like the local culture, the language 
and the people. He says it boggles the mind if the 
person can treat a patient with so much hatred.

He says the government should give first 
preference to locals to train and work at local 
health institutions and laments a lack of clear 
policy on the deployment of nurses leading to the 
rot.

“Likely, the recruitment of nurses 
at Nkayi Hospital and across the 
country is run by a cartel as only one 
tribe benefits most, and this justifies 
that it is an organized crime.”
Nhlanhla Ncube, the development practitioner

Ncube noted that every station has ambassadors 
to push the agenda to stifle people in the region.
Human Resources professional and human 
rights defender Descent Bajila, a guest speaker 
during the debate, says the health institutions are 
insufficient to serve Matabeleland.

“There is general nursing, psychiatric nursing, 
and primary care nursing. We are used to general 
nursing. In Matabeleland, general nursing is 
trained at United Bulawayo Hospitals and Mpilo 
Central and has three intakes per year, in January, 
May and September. There are some which offer 
two intakes and one intake,” he says.

Bajila, a member of a pressure group, Izenzo 
Kungemazwi Trust, which seeks to empower 
youths, says those that offer less than three 
intakes are St Lukes, Tsholotsho, Gwanda and 
Brunaperg St Annies in Plumtree. At the same 
time, others are offering primary care training 
like Nkayi Hospital.

Mpilo Central Hospital offers general nurse training. Image 
by The Citizen Bulletin

He gave an example that some people applied to 
UBH or Mpilo. Instead, they were offered places 
at Parirenyatwa Hospital in Harare. He says this 
was aimed at frustrating them not to take the 
opportunity so that those responsible employ 
their people.

“The general government principle is that any 
Zimbabwean who applies for any opportunity 
must get it anywhere in Zimbabwe. This principle 
is abused because chances of someone from 
Nkayi being accepted in Bindura are quite scarce. 
In contrast, chances of someone from Bindura 
being accepted in Nkayi are very high,” Bajila says.



“General, hospitals in the country are dominated 
by people from Mashonaland. The problem 
is, where are the people from Matabeleland 
supposed to work in Zimbabwe?”

Bajila says that recently, Nkayi Hospital primary 
care nursing applications were recruited, but the 
sad part is that many locals were turned down.

“Majority of people who are training are not from 
Nkayi,” Bajila says.

He likened the scenario to that of some applicants 
for general nursing training called to Harare for 
interviews, which he said was meant to discourage 
them from attending.

“As Izenzo Kungemazwi, we assisted about 20 
with bus fares to Harare. The Harare guys were 
shocked to see them attending, and since then, 
they decentralized the process,” he says.

Nkosilathi Ncube of Dlawa Village, a businessman 
at Fudu business centre, says there is clear 
corruption in the recruitment of nurses and 
student nurses in Zimbabwe in general and at 
Nkayi in particular.

“There is a need to expose all corruption, name 
and shame the culprits, which is when action will 
be taken against them. Corruption should not be 
practised to divide the people,” Ncube says.

Matabeleland North Provincial Medical Director 
Admire Kuretu says there has been no official 
complaint, but the recruitment was done.

“There has not been any formal complaint, but 
the recruitment was done at Mpilo Hospital, 
UBH and Nkayi hospital. The recruitment was 
coordinated by the Nursing Directorate. If I get 
any more information, I will let you know, but this 
recruitment was coordinated centrally,” he says.



GWANDA

Panic Among Learners As 
Exams Loom  

S tanford Dube, an O Level pupil at Nhwali 
Secondary School in Gwanda District, is 

uncertain whether he is prepared to write his 
examinations this year because he had limited 
learning time due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

by Amanda Ncube | @The_CBNews

Due to the COVID-19 induced lockdown, pupils 
this year had limited learning time. Some 
teachers resorted to conducting extra lessons 
and online lessons for learners to catch up to 
make up for lost time. The government also 
introduced radio lessons.

Most of the learners in rural areas have failed 
to access these alternative learning platforms. 
Dube says he did not have access to extra 
lessons during the long holiday. He was also 
not able to access online classes as he does not 
have a smartphone.

“When schools were closed, I was mainly 
studying on my own at home or with my 
friends because I couldn’t access any learning 
platforms. We don’t have teachers who 
conduct extra lessons in my area, making it 

The government has announced that public 
examinations will begin at the end of November 
for Grade Seven candidates, while O and A Level 
candidates will write their examinations in mid-
December going into January.

The announcement by the government 
that learners will begin exams at the end 
of November has left marginalised pupils, 
disadvantaged by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
uncertain about the future. 



difficult for me to make up for lost time.” 

“I have lost out on a lot of learning 
time, and I fear that I might fail if we 
are supposed to write examinations 
this year. We are now learning, but 
there is so much ground to cover 
over a short space of time.”
Stanford Dube, an O Level pupil

Dube has heard of radio lessons, but he cannot 
access them as his area does not have a network 
signal. He feels that they must be allowed to write 
examinations next year after they have completed 
the syllabus.

Parents are also worried that if their children are 
not well prepared for examinations, they might 
fail. Mavis Khumalo from the Ngoma area says 
most teachers from their area stay in urban areas, 
making it difficult for learners to access extra 
lessons.

“For people like us who stay in remote 
areas once schools close, teachers 
jump onto the first bus available and 
go back to the urban areas. We don’t 
have teachers who can conduct extra 
lessons here. In the urban areas, 
learners have easy access to extra 
lessons, which helps children to 
make up for lost time.”
Mavis Khumalo

While extra lessons are now being conducted in 
rural areas, they are not common in most areas. 

Extra lessons have become a major source of 
learning for pupils in urban areas. Proximity to 
schools and teachers’ houses has made it easier. 
However, the cost of extra lessons has remained a 
hindrance for many as teachers demand forex in 
exchange for their services.

“The feedback that we get from our children is 
that there isn’t much learning which takes place 

in classes. It seems like the only way to ensure 
children learn vigorously is through extra lessons 
or enrolling children at private schools. For us, 
in the rural areas it’s difficult because these extra 
lessons are not there,” says Cleopas Ntuli from 
Gwakwe Village in Gwanda.

He believes that the government has to consider 
the challenges faced by the rural child and not 
disadvantage them.

Progressive Teachers Union of Zimbabwe (PTUZ) 
President Dr Takavafira Zhou says exams can only 
be written next year as pupils need three months 
of uninterrupted learning time to cover up for the 
time which was lost as a result of the lockdown. 
He believes learners must write exams around 
mid-January to February next year.

In his view, learners can only write their exams 
once teachers have completed their syllabus.

This year schools were supposed to open in 
January, but they opened in March. Schools closed 
on June 4 and were set to open on June 28, but re-
opening was postponed. Schools were eventually 
re-opened last month. Due to the pandemic, 
school holidays have been prolonged, leaving 
learners with limited time to have face-to-face 
lessons with their teachers. 

Primary and Secondary School Deputy Minister 
Edgar Moyo says the examinations timetable is 
yet to be released, but exams are set to begin. 
He says frantic efforts are being made to prepare 
learners well for exams. To cater to learners who 
did not have access to online learning, modules 
and study packs have been distributed to schools 
with no network or signal.

“We are employing catch up strategies to ensure 
that the children are brought up to speed. These 
include clinical remediation, where a teacher 
has to identify gaps for each learner and develop 
strategies to address them. There is also blended 
learning where teachers can combine some 
topics and target certain key topics to compress 
the syllabus and online learning,” says the Deputy 
Minister.





Hwange 
Local Brick 
Moulders In 
Limbo

by Calvin Manika | @The_CBNews

Some brickmakers decided to register their 
businesses after years of unregulated brick moulding 
at Empumalanga sewer in Hwange. However, this win 
has come a bit late as profiteering in the industry has 
proved to be a hurdle. 

About four cooperatives were recently given land 
and permits to do brick moulding business near the 
place commonly referred to as 5 miles under the 
Hwange Rural District Council. 

A lack of a local policy to empower the locals, Chinese 
investors interested in the Sino-Hydro project for 
expanding the Hwange Thermal Power Station have 
constructed and begun to operate a brick-making 
company running under Zimbabwe Zhing-Zhong 
Brick Plant. 

Ostensibly, the plant is at 5 miles, the same area the 
locals have been earmarking for years.

Hwange brick 
moulding cooperatives 
are not benefiting from 
various big projects in 
the coal mining town 

regardless of being 
legally registered.

H erbert Moyo can now operate his brick 
moulding business without concerns about 

arrests by the Hwange Local Board, Zimbabwe 
Republic Police, and the Environmental Management 
Agency (EMA), characterised by hefty fines and 
confiscation of equipment.  

The megaprojects include the Hwange Thermal 
Power Expansion project and other Chinese 
related projects. Locals who have organised 
themselves into cooperatives to break into the 
brick making market seem to be hitting a wall. 
Locals involved in the projects have remained 
paupers, a situation exacerbated by COVID-19 
successive lockdowns. 

Lack of support by the government has been 
another setback to the local projects. To 
isolate the locals, the Sino Hydro Company, 
the Zimbabwe Power Company (ZPC) partner 
at Hwange Power Station, obtain their bricks 
exclusively from the Zimbabwe Zhing-Zhong 
Bricks and, most of the time, imports from 
China.

Hwange Rural District Councillor for the Lukosi 
ward Ishmael Kwidini says they are eager to 
support community developments as local 
leaders.

“We wanted the people to have a registered 
place so that they can do business safely 
without disturbances. We want our people to 
have more opportunities in terms of personal 
and community development,” says Kwidini.  

Greater Whange Residents Trust Coordinator 
Fidelis Chima says the registration of locals to 
mould bricks is a welcome development.

“It’s good for the Hwange Rural District Council 
to regularise and issue out brick moulding 
licenses, especially to small scale locals. 
However, we are concerned by lack of solution 

After years of unregulated operations, brick 
moulders in Hwange are yet to realise the 
full benefits of being registered entities. 



at Empumalanga sewerage,” says Chima.

Many people involved in brick-making are wallowing 
in poverty due to a lack of meaningful profits in the 
business. Member of Parliament for Hwange Central 
Daniel Molokela laments the exclusion of locals in the 
tenders at big companies in Hwange, casting doubt 
in the inclusion of the brick moulding cooperatives 
despite their registration. 

“The truth is that the small medium enterprises are 
being excluded. There should be a clear policy. The 
system is favouring international companies from 
China and big companies from Harare. We are calling 
upon the government to come up with a clear policy 
that makes sure locals benefit. We are very unhappy 
with it,” says Molokela. 

The Greater Whange Residents Trust shows concern 
for the continued marginalisation of locals in big 
projects in Hwange.

“Sadly, only a few politically connected locals benefit 
from tenders from companies operating locally, 
and we hope to push that more local people benefit 
soon,” says Chima. 



by Lethokuhle Nkomo | @The_CBNews

Indigenous Hwange Forests 
Threatened By Lucrative, 
Unregulated Charcoal 
Production 

A t almost midnight, Onismo Mwinde regularly 
wakes up to check on his makeshift ‘firewood 

furnace’ he built to burn Mopani trees. The three-metre 
long furnace, which consists of several Mopani tree logs, 
is located in the deep bushes of the Chilanga community 
far away from homesteads.

Mwinde makes sure that air circulation in the furnace is 
well controlled. He also keeps watch of any destructive 
veld fires that my break out. Meanwhile, the three-
metre logs in the furnace will burn overnight to produce 
charcoal, a money-spinning product in underground 
trade.

He then packages the black charcoal into 50kgs 
bags as he plots the next phase of the business.

The country's poor economic situation and 
crippling nationwide load shedding are becoming 
a lucrative business opportunity for Hwange rural 
folks who have ventured into unregulated charcoal 
making business, a move that is seriously damaging 
the environment.

The iconic Mopani trees are the main target for 
loggers, aiming to sell tons of charcoal monthly.

Charcoal production is placing food on 
the table and paying the bills, but it is not 
allowed at all and comes at a cost to a 
sustainable environment. 



“ 

My packaged charcoal 
is sold for US$2.50 to 
Hwange truckers who 
will resell the charcoal 
in Bulawayo or Harare 

for US$10.
Onismo Mwinde, Hwange charcoal producer

  ”

“For one to survive in this trade, having reliable 
runners or middlemen is key,” Mwinde adds.

“It’s a syndicate! I have my contact with the 
truckers who will resell the product. It is always 
the cat and mouse business with the Hwange 
Rural District Council authorities and police 
because they say what we are doing is illegal.”

Mwinde says the charcoal production business 
has made him and many other counterparts 
provide for their family since the beginning of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“Things have not been rosy, especially during 
the national induced lockdown. This is why we 
resorted to doing charcoal production with 
my family,” he says.

Charcoal production is outlawed in Zimbabwe, 
and according to the Forestry Commission of 
Zimbabwe, the country is losing millions of 
trees to charcoal producers every year.

The iconic Mopani tree, which takes 35 years 
to grow fully, is carelessly cut and burnt within 
minutes, causing massive environmental 
damage.

According to the Forest Act Chapter 19:05 
Section 65, the production of charcoal in 
Zimbabwe has never been sanctioned and 
remains banned.

In the Shangano communal area, which is 15 km 
west of Hwange town, villagers produce tons 
of charcoal. The Hwange Rural District Council 
is reportedly not bringing the offenders to 
book; rather, they confiscate the charcoal. 
The loggers are back to their illegal activities 
hoping that they are not caught again.

Mildred Shoko tells The Citizen Bulletin that 
she has lost tonnes of charcoal to the Hwange 
rural district council officials who confiscated 
the charcoal as a way of punishing her.

“I was lucky that they just took away my 
charcoal and did not make me pay a fine or 
arrest me,” says Shoko.



Charcoal is usually produced by slow pyrolysis, 
wood heating or other substances in the absence 
of oxygen. 

It is usually an impure form of carbon as it contains 
ash.

Those found in possession of the product 
are subjected to a spot fine by Environmental 
Management Agency (EMA), while major offenders 
are liable to prosecution through the courts of law.

Under Statutory Instrument 116 of 2012 of the Forest 
(Control of Firewood, Timber and Forest Produce) 
Regulations 2012, charcoal is fuelwood, and anyone 
trading in this product without a licence can be 
prosecuted. The equipment used to commit these 
offences will be confiscated by the State.

Daniel Sithole, a Hwange based Environmentalist, 
says communities should be educated on how 
important their forests are.

“Charcoal production leads to the loss of trees and 
other vegetation which will result in desertification, 
soil erosion, land degradation, reduced agriculture 
outputs, increased natural disasters and increased 
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere which cause 
climate change,” he says.

Communities also rely on forest resources for a 
range of livelihood activities, such as providing 
essential nutrition, raw material and medicines, 
which cannot be substituted in the absence of 
trees.

He called upon the Hwange community to desist 
from charcoal production and find other means 
of sustaining themselves economically because 
charcoal production is a threat to the forest and 
their livelihoods.

In partnership with local authorities and law 
enforcement agencies, statutory bodies such as 
EMA regularly carry out sporadic raids on charcoal 
producers.



The Forgotten Bulawayo 
Artists   

O ne of the unique 
programs during 

Intwasa Arts Festival koBulawayo 
was the live-streamed Imbube 
by Phephindaba and Indlela 
zimhlophe. 

by Thabani H. Moyo | @The_CBNews

and powerful, their voices 
singing homophonically in 
rhythmic unison, creating 
intricate harmonies. As they 
performed in their fine black 
and white uniforms, one could 
feel the connection that the 
performance brought between 
the present and the past. One 
could only but feel the pride in 
the performers as they shared 
their acts.

It boggles the mind 
that such acts by the 

old are now rare. 
Why are groups like 
Phephindaba and 
Indlela Zimhlophe 

not given prominence 
in Bulawayo and 
the surrounding 

areas despite their 
performances being 

rich in cultural aspects? 

Although such performances are 
important for social cohesion 
and cultural preservation, they 
haven’t been given preference. 
Why have groups been pushed 
to the sidelines of performance 
art? 

In these Imbube performances 
by groups of the older 
generation, one notes that 
their song text is based on 

 

What made the event unique 
was that the performances were 
done by the pioneers of Imbube 
in Zimbabwe. The groups 
have been in existence going 
as far back as the 1970s. It was 
refreshing to see the older men 
sing and perform umgqashiyo 
dances. The sound was very 
original as the two groups 
expended their energies.

The performances were loud 

The older generation in the Imbube genre is well and alive, still talented as before, 
but it would appear the platforms to share their talent are limited, why is this so? 
Moyo asks.



rich Ndebele history. Through 
songs like Imbizo, they portray 
the Ndebele as brave people 
who are determined to defend 
their identity. Imbizo is one of 
the Ndebele regiments that the 
Ndebele still pride themselves 
in. The song Imbizo emerged as 
it was sung to praise the army 
during war times or move them 
into action. 

Today’s young people must 
interact and interface with such 
great artistry rich in Ndebele 
history. Therefore, one will 
hope that the sidelining of 
such groups as Iphephindaba 
and Indlela Zimhlophe is not a 
deliberate move to annihilate 
the Ndebele history and culture. 

It is mind-boggling that these 
groups, despite talent and 
performance history stretching 
far back into the 1970s, have 
never had an opportunity to 
get a recording deal to keep 
their artistry for posterity. 
One would understand that 
this would have been difficult 
during the colonial period since 
their activities were sometimes 
regarded as some form of 
protest art. 

Some of the songs 
directly challenged the 
colonial administration 
and taunted the white 

colonial rule. This 
explains why these 
songs were mostly 

sung at night during 
gatherings. 

This was because the white 
administrators would be 
fast asleep, and this was an 
opportune time to criticise 

them. It then follows why it 
would be difficult for them to 
get recording deals during that 
period. Imbube text was used 
to express the political and 
consciousness of the Ndebele 
people. Its music was used to 
convey its political adversities. 

In this regard, it can be noted 
that since this type of music 
emanated during colonisation, 
it can be concluded that Imbube 
was used for protesting against 
foreign domination. By not 
giving Imbube an appropriate 
status during the colonial 
period, the preceding and 
current administration may 
be deliberately destroying the 
important history of the music. 

The performances have a 
serious intangible heritage. The 
song texts are sometimes coined 
based on Ndebele storytelling, 
hunting activities and social 
activities like weddings. When 
listening carefully to the 
text, one would feel a subtle 
lampooning of the coloniser 
and their ways. A simple 
song coined around hunting 
activities sometimes brought a 
message of encouragement to 
the community to be brave and 
ready to face the new enemy in 
the form of a white coloniser. 
Imbube songs in the 1960s and 
1970s were sung for political 
purposes.

These songs are a heritage 
that, if left untapped, will go 
to waste. The unfortunate 
phenomenon is that the 
colonial system deliberately 
limited these performances to 
beer gardens like Big Bhawa, 
MaDlodlo, Iminyela and 
others as a deliberate move 
to limit their influence and 
impact. Once limited to these 

places, they were viewed just 
as pastime activities and their 
importance were undermined. 
It is a pity that even after 
independence, we failed to 
acknowledge the importance of 
these performances. 

The other interesting aspect of 
isicathamiyo that these groups 
perform is that their song texts 
have some spiritual elements. 
In most cases, they aim to 
connect the performer to their 
immediate creator in their 
parents and their ancestry. This 
makes the songs relevant in 
reinforcing belief in the family 
unit, which is lacking in most of 
today’s performances.  

Imbube music in the 1970s was 
more than entertainment or a 
means of survival, but it had a 
serious political purpose. It was 
sung to revolt against the whites 
as they wanted to destroy 
African heritage. Therefore, it is 
important to note that groups 
like Phephindaba and Indlela 
Zimhlophe are there to defend 
and maintain the Ndebele 
identity and culture.



Hyperlocal Reporting is 
Impactful!

W e are happy that this reporting by 
Lethokuhle Nkomo inspired Harare 

based organization, Nduna Zimbabwe Trust, 
and their funders Vasikana Vedu Organization 
to chip in and donate reusable sanitary wear to 
more than 100 vulnerable learners at Neshaya 
Secondary school.

The donated sanitary wear can last for five 
years, they can also be used for six hours and 
are suitable for heavy menstrual flows. The 
beneficiaries received a pack of four reusable 
sanitary wear each, a personal notebook and a 
pen.

“As the saying goes, it’s better to teach a person  
how to fish, than to give him fish, we are going 
to come again and teach them how to design 
these sanitary wear so that they can make their 
own in the near future, and also teach others 
in the community. We really wish we could do 
more as we have seen that poverty is the main 
cause,” says Mdutshwa.

Nduna Trust is an organization that focuses on 
ICT skills in schools and also seeks to alleviate 
poverty in communities that were hard hit by 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Evelyn Mdutshwa, the Programs officer of Nduna 
Zimbabwe Trust, says they were moved by the 
article, which revealed how poverty is affecting 
the girl child in the communities of Hwange, 
particularly during their menstruation cycle and 
how Hwange gender activists are advocating for 
a fair distribution of sanitary wear.

“So after seeing that article, we had to make 
some follow-ups, and we had to come down 
here to empower the girl child in the community 
of Hwange and encourage them to have a happy 
period time,” says Mdutshwa.

In May 2021, The Citizen Bulletin carried a story titled, “Hwange Women Advocate 
For Transparent Distribution Of Sanitary Wear”.

https://bit.ly/3w0AVZt
https://bit.ly/3w0AVZt


ZESA 
Promises To 
Reduce Load 
Shedding
ZESA has undergone power supply 
negotiations with Zambia and Mozambique, 
an intervention that came as a result of a 112-
hour load shedding schedule nationwide. 
To show commitment on overcoming the 
nation’s electricity shortages, ZESA further 
advises customers with solar systems to 
sell excess solar power to them through net 
metering. Net metering offers a solution to 
the lack of power problem in Zimbabwe as it 
will assist the nation to be less dependent on 
importing energy.

Zim Currency 
Plunges
The chaotic hyperinflation and a hike in the 
prices of basic commodities that came as a 
result of the Zim dollar’s depreciation in the 
last few days is a cause for concern to workers 
paid in local currency in the country. The 
official rate which was at RTGS$88,66 per 
USD$1 has dropped to RTGS$175 per USD$1 in 
the parallel market. 

The Confederation of Zimbabwe Industries 
(CZI) has lost confidence in the Zim dollar and 
states that The Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe 
must implement policy measures which 
adhere to the foreign currency auction system. 

Small And 
Medium Scale 
Millers Appeal To 
Govt Over SI 145
Though their association , the Small and 
Medium Millers have appealed to the 
government to reconsider provisions of 
statutory instrument 145 of 2019 which makes 
the Grain Marketing Board (GMB) the sole 
buyer and seller of maize in the country, a 
moved that threatened their viability and 
caused job losses to those that could not 
afford the approximately $32 000 per tonne 
that the GMB was selling maize to them.

Land, Homes & 
Bank For People 
With Disabilities
In a bid to empower people living with disabilities 
(PWDs) and enable them to grow their businesses, 
the President Mnangagwa under the second 
republic ‘no-one will remain behind in terms of 
socio-economic emancipation’ has promised 
financial support services to the disabled as 
a way of contributing to the socio-economic 
development of the country which in line with 
vision 2030.

While officially opening the three day ninth 
National Disability Expo at the Sports Club 
Grounds in Gweru, the President said PWDs 
will soon be proud owners of land, homes and 
financial support services which are economic 
enablers. 





Lupane 
Methane 
Coal Bed 
Gas  Real or 
Imagined?  

by Calvin Manika | @The_CBNews

K humbulani Sibanda failed to sit for the 
ordinary level examinations due to financial 

challenges and has been at home doing piecemeal 
jobs for a decade. 

Now his hope is in the much-touted Lupane Coal 
Bed Methane (CBM) gas project. He thinks that the 
commencement of the project will turn around his 
situation and others in Lupane.

“
I heard about the 

discovery of gas since 
my school days. I need 
something to do like 

formal employment. 
If operational, I can 

find work because gas 
extraction involves big 
operations, and casual 

labour is required.
Khumbulani Sibanda 

   ”
Almost two decades ago, Methane Coal Bed 
Gas was discovered in Lupane, the capital 
of Matabeleland North. It has been a topic of 
discussion without practical efforts to extract 
the resource. Official sources estimate that 
there are 40 trillion cubic feet of potentially 
recoverable gas in the Lupane-Lubimbi area. 
Several government officials have visited the 
site giving hope for the commencement of 
the multi-billion project. However, the project 
remains a pipe dream. 

Speaking to this publication, Member of 
Parliament for Lupane East, Martin Khumalo, 
says that the CBM gas was found at the 
Cewale area, Gundwane/Ngondo area, and 
Shabulanyana area Lupane.

“Consultations were done, and meetings with 
community and local leadership, including 
village heads, headmen and chiefs, were 
carried out, including traditional ceremonies 
to appease ancestral spirits,” says Khumalo.

The government granted gas exploration in 
Lupane a national project status in 2007, but 
commercial exploitation has been failing to take 
off. Naturally, methane gas produces Hydrogen, 
utilisation which is used in the manufacture 
of fertilisers. The gas is also used in power 
generation. But, unfortunately, in Lupane, it is 
a story the residents are tired of without seeing 
meaningful developments around the project. 

The existence of coal bed methane in 
Matabeleland North gas has been known for 
decades, however, to date nothing tangible 
has materialised in its exploration.  



In a society like Lupane, marginalised, with a high rate 
of unemployment, affected by climate change and 
occasionally affected by wildlife, the commencement 
of the gas project could have improved lives and 
develop surrounding communities. 

The Citizen Bulletin established that, in 2015, Russian 
energy giant Gazprom, also expressed an interest 
in extracting coal bed methane gas in Lupane. In 
September 2019, the government said Shangani 
Energy Exploration (SEE), owned by Chinese steel 
giant, Sino Steel was interested in the project. SEE has 
earmarked US$780 million to build a 600-megawatt 
power station and petrochemical related industries.

In January 2020, reports said South African mining 
company Tumagole Consortium was committed 
to investing as much as R55billion on the coal bed 
methane gas project, but to no avail. 

Among the companies that have been granted 
concessions is Sakunda Holdings. Sable Chemicals 
has also shown a keen interest. 

Lupane residents cite that despite many unresolved 
issues in Lupane and Matabeleland region as a whole, 
the government seems to further its marginalisation 
agenda instead of closing the gap.

“We have been isolated from the main 
economic activities for a long time. Our 
people are here without meaningful 
life achievements. Lupane is sandy. The 
government keeps on derailing at the 
expense of development.”
Dube, a Lupane resident 

On the other hand, the Member of Parliament for Lupane 
East is optimistic about the CBM gas project expressing 
that, it will turn around the misfortunes of Lupane. 

“I see Lupane developing greatly through the gas project. 
If fully exploited, the gas in Lupane will supply the rest 
of the SADC region for more than 50 years. This would 
change the country’s economy and the face of Lupane,” 
Khumalo says.

Zimbabwe launched a roadmap that seeks to propel 
the mining sector to a US$12 billion industry by 2023. 
However, the country has not yet crafted a gas policy to 
regulate the new industry. Of late, the World Bank has 

urged the government to develop a clear strategy 
to extract the gas in Lupane. 

Last year the Minister of Mines and Mining 
Development, Winston Chitando, raised hope on 
the project.

“Government is very serious and working hard to 
ensure there is the utilisation of our CBM resources 
for the country’s development. We expect by 
the end of October to have a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with one of the holders of a 
major CBM concession for the construction of a 
power station,” he said.

According to the Ministry of Mines and Mines 
Development, coal-bed methane or natural gas 
occurs in the Matabeleland North province of 
Zimbabwe in the Hwange-Binga-Lupane area 
and the Southeast Lowveld area in Chiredzi. 
Currently, two mining companies are registered 
by the Ministry of Mines and Mining Development 
to mine Natural gas in the Lupane area: Zambezi 
gas (Pvt) Ltd and Discovery Investments (Pvt).

Speaking to The Citizen Bulletin, Matabeleland 
North Environmental Management Agency (EMA) 
Education and Publicity Officer Mildred Matunga 
explains that the Government of Zimbabwe 
gazetted the Environmental Management 
Act (CAP 20:27) and Statutory Instrument 7 
of 2007 (Environmental Impact Assessment 
and Ecosystems Protection), which compels 
prescribed projects listed under the First Schedule 
of the said Act to undergo the EIA process before 
implementation.  

“Coal bed methane gas exploration is one such 
project that requires an EIA certification prior.  
An EIA is a planning tool used to identify, predict 
and assess potential impacts (either positive or 
negative) that may arise from a planned project. 
The initial EIA certificate is valid for two years, 
followed by annual renewals after that. The 
Agency does not compel any proponent as to 
when to start operating after the issuance of the 
EIA certificate,” says Matunga.

Speaking to this reporter on the possibility of 
displacement of human settlements due to the 
gas project MP Khumalo says there is none.

“But a thorough feasibility study should be done 
to determine the possible threats and benefits to 
the community and environment.” 
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by Nokuthaba Dlamini | @The_CBNews

Poor Health Care and Poverty 
Impede Fight Against Cancer  

“
I don’t have it, and 

that’s why l am in this 
anguish. I don’t have 

money for treatment.
Sizalobuhle Ncube, breast cancer patient

                                         

  ” 

E ight months ago, cervical cancer claimed the 
life of her sister. Now, 21-year-old Sizalobuhle 

Ncube, a hotel waitress, is battling breast cancer, bed-
ridden at her late sister’s home in the Mathetshaneni 
rural areas of Nkayi. 

In Victoria Falls, about 500 kilometres from 
Bulawayo, 51-year-old Mildred Mhlanga is battling the 
same disease, which has resulted in a severe heart 
problem after undergoing successful chemotherapy 
as her cancer cells had advanced, a state commonly 
referred to as stage four. 

“I hardly sleep and at night as the pain sharpens, and 
l often cry with very little help as my family does not 
know how to assist me,” Ncube says. 

Ncube has not been able to go to Mpilo Hospital in 
Bulawayo, where she was referred to by Nkayi nurses 
to be examined by a specialist. 

She fears that just as her sister succumbed to the 
same disease and with a collapsing health system in 
the country and prolonged lockdowns to slow down 
the spread of COVID-19, her chances of survival are 
slowly narrowing. 

“I have no money, and I started feeling some lumps 
and severe pains on my left breast when my sister 
died, but at the hospital, they told me that for me 
to get treated, I will need about US$ 500 for the 
first pills, consultation, and examination before the 
chemotherapy process on top of transport money to 
Bulawayo.”

For many cancer patients, without money 
and a functional health system, their fate is 
already sealed. 



Breast cancer has become Zimbabwe’s new health 
headache, and it is not alone, having teamed up with 
cervical cancer. For any cancer patient like Mhlanga, 
what decides the treatment depends on the stage of 
cancer. 

Even though she successfully finished her three-year-
long chemotherapy in February this year, Mhlanga 
faced yet another severe disease, a side effect of the 
treatment process.

“I was supposed to go for my right breast removal, 
but I’ll not be able to because I now have a heart 
problem.” 

“When l visited the doctors in Bulawayo, they told me 
that those are side effects of chemotherapy, so I’m 
now on twin medications that l have to purchase at 
US$30 each per month.” 

The two unemployed women have the headache of 
medical bills and have children to look after, which 
further complicates their situations. 

In 2017, the World Health Organization (WHO) 
announced that annual cancer deaths globally 
reached 8.2 million, adding that the numbers were 
expected to triple by 2030.

With breast and cervical cancers as the country’s twin 
evils haunting hundreds of women here like Mhlanga 
and Ncube, the Health and Child Care Ministry says 
approximately 1 500 women succumb to cervical 
cancer each year.

Not only that, but Zimbabwe’s Cancer Association 
says breast cancer alone claims more than one 
thousand women every year. Even health experts 
concur cervical and breast cancer have wreaked 
havoc in Zimbabwe.

But women rights activists have blamed the 
government for the deaths of their colleagues from 
breast or cervical cancer.

“
Government is solely responsible for 

the lack of service in hospitals, 
and that means cancer patients 

like women with breast or cervical 
cancer are at the receiving end of 

the crisis in hospitals.
Fungisai Sithole, from Citizen Health Watch

 ” 

“What has worsened their plight, even more, 
is the government’s total neglect of critical 
illnesses like cancer in favour of COVID-19. 
People are dying with little help because before 
they are attended to by any specialist, they 
need to pay a huge amount of money which 
is way beyond their reach and yet they are not 
even on any medical insurance.”

According to Zimbabwe’s Cancer Registry, 
from 6 548 registered cancer cases in 2013, 
figures had shot up to 9 220 in 2018.

The World Health Organisation notes that 
Zimbabwe registered 1 848 cases for breast 
cancer, the same period that the disease caught 
up with many like Ncube. 

Vice President Constantino Chiwenga, who 
doubles up as Health and Childcare Minister, 
says plans are underway to create the Universal 
Health Cover that will exist side by side with 
medical aid societies,  to cushion chronically 
ill patients like Mhlanga and Ncube.



10 Things You Should Know About Breast Cancer




